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Your District Bridge has had a very, 

very busy time this past year address-

ing two very, very important priorities. One, of course, is 

Education - what we are all about. Additionally this year, 

we have enjoyed working with members of our originating 

District, District 16, to train, and then train-the-trainers for 

USPS's new On The Water Training Program. We trained 

at Poulsbo, Washington on how (and how not) to operate a 

powerboat, brought the program to our Cruise and Rendez-

vous at St. Helens and further followed up with National 

program representative's presentation featured at our Fall 

Conference. We believe this is truly the future relevance, 

and sustaining health of United States Power Squadron's 

Education program. 

 

District Education Officer Steve Zinsmeister and ASEO 

Bill Heagy have done a wonderful job assimilating this 

additional activity to the already excellent ongoing class-

room work. We are very fortunate for their service. Next, 

we will offer an Instructor Re-certification Seminar as part 

of Spring Council at Warren, Oregon Moose Lodge Janu-

ary 30. Council business will open at 9:30 am, conclude at 

Noon; Lodge operators will offer a very reasonably priced 

sandwich and beverage lunch. At 1:00 DEO Steve Zins-

meister will present the two hour re-certification for in-

structors- this is a great service by Steve and an important 

means of bolstering Squadron's Education programs. 

 

Secondly, it clearly has been an important duty this year to 

take up the issue of how to streamline and change our op-

erations so that the entire organization can survive and suc-

ceed. Intensely theses past two months, both the Planning 

Committee and the District Bridge have met and held invi-

tation review meetings. In balance, I offered the basic re-

view focus of identifying duplicate budgets and activities; 

in conclusion, the consensus of participants was to con-

tinue, in awareness, the similar local District Bridge in 

March. This operational review, not begun, will continue, 

and is a healthy, important sign that USPS can adapt and 

change according to the times. 

 

Concluding this District Bridge's responsibilities we look 

forward to Spring Conference at Washougal hosted by Ft. 

Vancouver Sail and Power Squadron. The Port is a fine 

setting; awards, and an Education review will be our order 

of business, as well as our appreciation for those who 

served this past year, and our support for a fine incom-

ing bridge, as well. 

 

We'll see you there! 

D/C Jim Tongue, P 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
D/LT/C STEVE ZINSMEISTER, SN 
503-543-3083 
DEO@USPSD32.ORG 

COMMANDERôS MESSAGE 
D/C JIM TONGUE, P 
360-642-3420 
COMMANDER@USPSD32.ORG 

 

 

 

 

 

SEO's and any interested members, 

 

Commander Jim Tongue has asked 

me to present the public boating instructor's recertification 

program at our D/32 Council meeting.  As you know I 

have left it up to the squadron SEO's to present this pro-

gram.  All public boating course instructors are required by 

NASBLA to be certified by taking the USPS Instructor 

Development course or equivalent.  Excluded are those 

who have taken a USCG Auxiliary IT course, NASBLA 

approved state boating instructor program, or those hold-

ing current teaching credentials and have taught 3/5 of last 

5 calendar years.  With SEO approval an instructor can be 

certified without taking ID.  However, all must recertify 

every 4 years.  The two hour recertification course I will 

offer covers this.  The course was revised in 2006 and 

plans are to revise it every 4 years.  Newer teaching meth-

ods (Power Point Projections) are emphasized and older 

things such as running a movie projector are omitted.  If 

you have been certified in the past and it has expired, this 

will allow you to be recertified. 

 

Council will be Saturday AM, Jan 30, at the Moose Lodge 

in Warren, OR, just south of St Helens.  Council meets in 

the morning followed by lunch.  The program starts after 

lunch at 1:00 PM.  Please check who needs recertification 

or is within a year of needing it.  I encourage all interested 

in participating in the public boating courses to attend. 

 

Thanks. 

 

D/Lt/C Steve Zinsmiester, SN 
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District 32 Cooperative Charting Update 

 

As the saying goes, ñMy, how time flies!ò  Here it is almost 

the end of our ñWatch Yearò; as we head into 2010, letôs make 

one final effort to bring District 32 Cooperative Charting to a 

higher ranking.  D32 currently stands in 6th place overall na-

tionally.  We have 1,018 credits district wide; which is 448 

credits higher than we ended last year.  So far we have had 9 

individuals from 4 squadrons participating.  District honor roll 

requires us to have 5 out of our six squadrons.  This means 

that just one report from either Coos Bay or St. Helens squad-

rons would put us on the honor roll and move us up in ranking.   

 

In terms of squadrons, only Beaverton and Portland have 

earned enough credits and have had enough individuals par-

ticipating to earn squadron honors.  Honor roll is still possible 

for our other squadrons but time is running short.  Ft. Vancou-

ver just needs 6 more people to do at least one more report.  

Lower Columbia just needs one more report of 60 credits or 

more.  St. Helens and Coos Bay could achieve the honor by 

having 2 or more participate with 80ish credits.  It truly is an 

honor to achieve squadron honor roll. 

 

Although awards are not given out until the fall Governing 

Board, we do have three individuals currently scheduled to 

receive the award.  They are Cdr. Steve Gatton, AP (he also is 

the current District Administrative Officer), P/D/C Jim 

Beachell, JN (he also has numerous District job titles) and 

myself, P/D/C Diane Julum, JN.  This coming fall Governing 

Board is being held on the west coast.  Wouldnôt it be grand if 

District 32 could receive this award while here in our own 

backyard? 

 

CoOp Charting is fun!  It is an activity that benefits every 

boater and saves our government lots of time and money.  

Please consider helping out.  Next time you are on the water or 

on the shoreline; take a good look around.  Are the Aids to 

Navigation where they should be?  That is an inspection report 

and can be reported on CCWeb.  If you would like access for 

reporting or would just like some help with your cooperative 

charting outingéjust contact me (dmjulum@q.com or (503) 

861-0658).  Iôd love to help. 

 

Boating is FUN!...weôll show you how! 

 

Best regards, 

P/D/C Diane Julum, JN 

District 32 Cooperative Charting Chairman 

District 32 Executive Officer 

National Cooperative Charting Committee  

National Cooperative Charting Area Rep for Districts 32, 16 

and 30 

 
 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT  
P/D/C DIANE JULUM, JN 
503-861-0658 
XO@USPSD32.ORG 

ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 
D/LT/C STEVE GATTON, AP 
503-620-9497 
ADMIN@USPSD32.ORG 

 

The Administrative department has been busy working 

on the upcoming D32 Council and Conference. Plan on 

attending the Council meeting, January 30, 2010 at the 

Moose Lodge in Warren, OR.  The Spring Conference 

and Change of Watch will at the Dolphin Yacht Club in 

Washougal,WA March 5-7. Details for each event are 

listed on page 5&6. 

 

We hope to see you there. 

 

D/Lt/C Steve Gatton, AP 

District 32 Webmaster Message 
 

Over the past few years Iôve been the webmaster of sev-

eral squadron websites along with district 32. Iôve tried to 

make some sense of the way different people use the web 

to do research and keep in contact with their group. What 

Iôve seemed to find is that researchers are just looking for 

general information about the group and members seem to 

like the calendar and weather pages. With this in mind 

weôve set up the district site with a nice overview of the 

benefits of USPS with links to activities, safety, educa-

tion, and the links to our local squadron websites where 

they can browse in more detail what each local squadron 

has to offer. 

 

This year I have also been the commander of Ft Vancou-

ver, which has given me another point of view, as to what 

USPS has to offer its members. Far and away we offer 

advanced and elective education that isnôt available any-

where else. If a boater is interested in more than a State 

boaterôs card, USPS is the place to belong. In my own 

research I found the ñMission Statementò of USPS and 

have placed it on the opening page of the district website 

and I believe that it says it all. I invite you to take another 

look at our presence on the web to see if fulfills your ex-

pectations and that you approve of the content as it relates 

to your view of the USPS. www.uspsD32.org 

 

Yours in browsing 

 

Jon Kolstad, JN 

IT Chair, D-32 

mailto:dmjulum@q.com
http://www.uspsD32.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Computer+cliparts
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District 32 has the honor of having new 

Chief Commander Frank Dvorak, SN 

representing himself at the Spring Con-

ference and Change of Watch. 

 

C/C Dvorak, of Bellevue, Wash., joined Bellevue (WA) 

Squadron in 1975.  Frank will be joined by his wife 

Vivien Dvorak, P. He served first in the Educational 

Department as class chairman, chair of the local board 

of boating, assistant educational officer and then squad-

ron educational officer.  He then served as administra-

tive and executive officer before becoming commander.  

He moved onto the district bridge serving as D/16 com-

mander in 1995.  He has been a member of the Govern-

ing Board, the Navigation Committee and the Planning 

Committee, and has been assistant national secretary, 

national secretary, administrative officer and ex-

ecutive officer.  Frank is a life member with 33 

merit marks. 

District Public Relations Update    
 

 

   Public Relation Ideas 
 

Where do ideas for PR come from?  

Many of us rely on National PR 

 to develop programs. Some of us are 

waiting for the District to provide the 

input.  Maybe we are even looking to our squadron 

bridge to come up with ideas. 

 

But think about this, YOU may have an idea which can 

help your squadron 

 bring in new members and get the word out about 

USPS. It doesnôt have to 

 be elaborate, only something that might spark interest 

among boaters.  

 

If you have an idea, approach a bridge member and let 

them work on it. Remember, if it has been tried before 

and didnôt pan out, there is no reason with a small 

modification that it wonôt work now.  Times change. 

New ideas are welcome. Your idea may even qualify 

for co-op advertising from National. 

 

Consider taking a few minute at your next squadron 

meeting to explore PR ideas.  Positive change comes 

from YOU. 

 

 
 

P/D/C  George Eaton, SN 

Co-Op Advertising Chairman 

 

 

Chief Commander  
C/C Frank Dvorak, SN  
D32 Spring Conference  

From the Nominating Committeeé 

 
When reviewing the proposed slate of officers and committee 

members for the 2010-2011 year, you will notice that there 

are a few positions unfilled. Take some time to see if you 

would be interested in filling one of the District Bridge posi-

tions or help out with a committee position.  

 

Over the years we have continued to hear how things could be 

made better in the district.  Now is your chance to step up and 

make a difference. People becoming involved with new ideaôs 

will be the cornerstone for the future of D32 and itôs Squad-

rons. The main qualification for any position is the desire to 

participate and become involved. 

 

Feel free to contact  myself or any member of the Nominating 

Committee via phone, email or in person to discuss your ideas 

and let them know you are ready to make a difference. 

 

Best  Regards, 

 

P/D/C Jim Beachell, JN 

D32 Nominating Committee Chairman 

 



5 

SPRING COUNCIL & EDUCATION SEMINAR  

SATURDAY , 30 JANUARY  2010 
 
      

           Location: Moose Lodge 

           57317 Old Portland Rd. 

                      Warren, OR 97053 
 

 

   Times:  0830- Registration 

    0930 - Council 

       1200 - Lunch 

  The Moose Lodge will offer a low cost sandwich and beverage service for lunch 

      

    1300 - Educational Conference  
 

Instructor Re-certification  
 

presented by DEO Steve Zinsmeister and ADEO Bill Heagy 

        

 All members that are currently teaching USPS Public Boating classes need to attend this class                                    

 every 4 years to be re-certified. The program is a teaching and technology update from the National  

             Instructor Development Committee.            

 
. 

 

2010 Portland Boat Show 

 
The USPS presence at the 2010 Portland Boat Show January 13-17, 2010 was met with great success. Our booth 

location this year was the best we have had for some time. Members from District 32 were able to present our mes-

sage of safe boating thorough education and local fellowship to a number of interested people. Thanks to all who 

spent time in the booth spreading the USPS word. 

 

P/D/C Jim Beachell, JN 

Chairman Boat Show Committee 

 

 


